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CHAMBER CHAT
The mission of the Pine City Area Chamber 

of Commerce is to promote economic 
development and business in the area.
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19MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

Tuesday, February 19
Community Fundraiser Card Information 

Meeting at 2 p.m.
Red Dog Billy’s Bar & Grill

Saturday, February 23

Attend the Pine City Early Childhood Family 
Fair at the Pine City Elementary Multi-

Purpose Room from 9 a.m.-Noon.

Saturday & Sunday, February 23 & 24

Pine Technical College’s Annual Gun Show

Tuesday, March 4

At 1 p.m., Chamber Board of Director’s 
Meeting will be at Red Dog Billy’s Bar

& Grill this month

 
FEBRUARY BOARD 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Chamber President Rick Herzog will be hosting a public •	

meeting to discuss the Sign Ordinance for the city of Pine 
City. Pine City business owners were invited to attend the 
meeting that was on Wednesday, Feb. 6. 

The Chamber will be having a meeting on Feb. 19 at •	
2 p.m. to meet with area businesses to discuss the Pine 
City Community Fundraiser card that the Chamber is 
developing. The meeting will give the area businesses the 
opportunity to hear about the program and generate input 
from business owners. 

Reminder that the March board meeting will be at Red •	
Dog Billy’s Bar & Grill due to the Community Room being 
unavailable. 

The NovoPrint map project is nearing completion. There •	
was decreased participation in the advertising sponsors 
this year, but it will not affect the number of maps we 
will produce or the commission that will be paid to the 
Chamber. 

Web site Committee has approved some changes to the •	
Pine City Chamber Web site. One of these improvements 
will be the Business Logos that appear in the Business 
Directory will also be appearing on the Chamber’s 
Home Page allowing added visibility for those businesses 
participating in the program. 

Bruce Nelson continues to work on a Chamber Tourism •	
Center Study and asked the Chamber to assist him by 
providing a direction for his efforts to continue in. Based 
on information from Mayor Jane Robbins, the issue will be 
tabled until the March meeting. 

Miss Pine City Committee Chairperson, Betsy •	
Carpenter, has resigned from her position as the 
committee chair and pageant director. The Chamber thanks 
Betsy for her service over the past years. Sandi Sparling 
has agreed to serve as the interim pageant director for the 
2008-09 year. 

For the complete Board Meeting Minutes, visit our Web 
site at www.pinecitychamber.com. If you would like to 
receive a printed copy of our minutes each month, contact 
the Chamber office for details. 

Current Chamber members are encouraged to attend 
our monthly meetings. All interested and potential 
Chamber members also are invited to join us as well. The 
next Chamber meeting will be on Tuesday, March 4 at 1:00 
p.m. at Red Dog Billy’s Bar & Grill. 

CHAMBER AMBASSADOR 
PROGRAM

Coordinated by Wendy Johnson, the Chamber 
Ambassadors welcome new businesses with a visit on the 
second Wednesday of each month. To learn more about 
the benefits of Chamber membership, please check out 
our Web site or call our office at (320)629-4565. We look 
forward to visiting with you.	

Ambassadors Wendy Johnson, T. Janet Musgrove, and 
Frank Christopherson, were accompanied by Mayor 
Jane Robbins, City Administrator Don Howard, and City 
Planner Nathan Johnson for the Jan. 9, 2008, visits.

Zion Lutheran Church
410 Main Street S, Pine City, (320)629-3683, Rev. Glen 
Kleppe. “Zion Lutheran Church, at the corner of 4th 
Avenue and Main St. South, has been a good neigh-
bor in Pine City since 1884.  They continue to serve 
the community and bring God’s good news to their 
neighbors.  Their weekly worship is Sunday morning at 
9:00 followed by an education hour for all ages.  They 
also offer “Growing in Grace” Preschool three morn-
ings each week.  Call 629-3683 if you have any questions.”

Ed Sauter Accounting
305 8th St SW, Pine City, (320)629-3882. Owner Ed 
Sauter says, “It is my mission to build a trusted rela-
tionship with my clients and to help them attain their 
goals for the future. Through proper tax planning and 
preparation, you can achieve a quality of life while cre-
ating and preserving wealth. Clients need to develop 
solutions which allow them to spend time on them-
selves and\or families, and less time worrying about 
business and finances.”

Golden Buddha Restaurant
610 8th Ave SW, Pine City, (320)629-5344; “Quan 
Nguyen, the new owner of the Golden Buddha 
invites the Pine City Community to stop in now and 
then. Same family, same great service, but with a new 
name…the Golden Buddha offers excellent dining for 
both Chinese and Vietnamese cuisine.”

Journey North Church
1015 Hillside Ave, Suite No. 4, Pine City; 
(320)629-6111, Pastor Tim Adams; “At Journey North 
Church there is a freshness and a freedom in the air. 
It is a place of new direction, new life, new horizons, a 
new community of faith. We invite you to come along 
on the journey for the adventure.”

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

by Frank Christopherson

Credit is like medicine. It is good to have on the shelf 
when you need it. However, if it is abused or over used it 
can cause disaster.

It doesn’t matter whether you are a small business owner 
or the average Pine City Area resident, having a good credit 
score and available credit is a good thing. Good credit can 
both save and make you money. It can save you money with 
lower loan and insurance rates and it can make you money 
by allowing you or your business to take advantage of buy-
ing something at a favorable price. Having credit readily 
available may even get a broken car, hot water heater or 
furnace fixed on a weekend.

So why are so many people mad about credit and credit 
cards? After looking at thousands of credit reports in the 
last seven years, it is my opinion the problem is both what 
people buy with credit and how much they buy. It is the low 
easy payments they now can’t afford. Life changes, things 
happen. Does credit help or hurt? It depends.

The simplified problem could be addressed this way. Some 
people buy too many things on credit that cost them money 
and lose value, instead of making them money.

When a business buys something on credit, it at least 
attempts to make money from the purchase made on credit. 
Inventory for example is marked up and sold for a profit. 
When all goes as planned, the business has a positive cash 

flow and can pay its bills with some extra left over. This is a 
good use of credit.

Often consumers (you and me) buy things on credit they 
“want,” but do not necessarily need and can’t really afford. 
These “wants” often cost us more money instead of mak-
ing money. Some “wants” can be worth less when you get 
it home, you have to pay insurance and it costs you addi-
tional money to use your “want.” Plus the additional cost 
of the interest on the loan or credit card over time to pay 
for your “want.” Could this example of a “want” purchase 
make it difficult to pay your family bills around the winter 
holidays? Yes, it could. Might it be better to save up for to 
purchase a “want?”

Is there a simple solution? No. Every small business and 
every person’s financial situation are unique. Understanding 
credit scores and how credit works will make you better 
informed and that may be one of the best ways for you to 
be more successful in your business and personal life. It can 
also help you reduce your stress level when you have to 
bring in the mail and pay the monthly bills.

No one should be embarrassed about not understanding 
everything about credit. Only the very basics of credit are 
simple; the consequences of its use can be very compli-
cated. But, there are five financial institutions in Pine City, 
which would be happy to discuss credit with you and how it 
works for you and potentially against you. Free of charge.

DIRECTOR’S COLUMN: CREDIT IS GOOD

L-R: TJ, Nathan, Frank, Wendy, Don and Pastor Glen Kleppe at Zion 
Lutheran Church.

L-R: Nathan, Don, Frank, Ed Sauter, TJ and Mayor Jane at Ed Sauter 
Accounting.

L-R: Mayor Jane, Wendy, TJ, Quan Nguyen (Owner), Tuyet (Owner), 
Tho (Manager), Don and Frank at the Golden Buddha Restaurant.

L-R: Pastor Tim Adams, Don, TJ, Frank, Wendy and Nathan at Journey 
North Church.

CHAMBER WEB SITE 
ADDS NEW FEATURES

Members of the Chamber Board of Directors have been 
working on ways to make the Web site more user friendly and 
increase the visibility of our Chamber Members. This month we 
have launched an added feature to an already existing program. 
Members who pay the annual fee to have their company logo 
added to their individual business listing will also see their logo 
appearing on the Chamber Home Page on a rotating hit. With 
every new “click” to the Chamber Ho me Page, the viewer is 
greeted with a “Featured Sponsor” logo, randomly accessed from 
the members who are participating in the program. The cost to 
participate in this program is a $100 annual fee that renews each 
year in the month that your logo is launched. For more details on 
the program, contact Becky at the Chamber office. 

COMMUNITY 
FUNDRAISER CARDS

Pine City area business owners are invited to attend an 
informational meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 19th at 2 p.m. Red Dog 
Billy’s Bar & Grill will host a meeting for businesses interested in 
learning about the Chamber’s “Community Fundraiser Card” and 
our goals for creating this program. The Chamber is no longer 
serving as the sponsoring organization for the “Pine City Super 
Saver” card and hopes that the new program will encourage 
more business participation because 100 percent of the sale of 
each card will remain in the Pine City Community. The fall edition 
of the card was a successful fundraising opportunity for the Pine 
City High School students who are traveling with one of the 
school sponsored trips this spring/summer. More details on the 
availablility of the second edition will be available soon. Watch 
the Chamber Calendar of Events and the Pioneer for more 
information.


